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THANK  YOU AND WARM GREETINGS ... 

The many ways you can GIVE to EarthWalk!  
 

1. Send in your tax-deductible donation to EarthWalk Today.  

Over 53% of our participants receive tuition support. Our goal is to award 

$35,000 in scholarships during the 2011-12 year! We gratefully accept cash 

donations as well as stock and securities transfers.  

 

2. Consider EarthWalk in your long-term financial planning through our 

new Planned Giving Partnership with the Vermont Community Foundation.  

Call us today 454-8500  or go to our website: www.earthwalkvermont.org 

to explore supporting EarthWalk in the decades to come. 

 

3. Donate goods and services and/or go òshoppingó online for EarthWalkõs 

Holiday Fundraiser! www.earthwalkvermont.org Sale ends December 15th! 

Browse a bountiful and beautiful selection of goods and services to be sold 

in support of the EarthWalk Scholarship Fund. 

 

4.  Go to ôSupport EarthWalkõ on our website: www.earthwalkvermont.org 

 

COMMUNITY DAY  
 

Saturday Feb. 18th, 2012  
  

11amï 3 pm  

 

Free multi -generational event.  
 

 

HAWTHORN MEADOW  

 

Goddard College, Plainfield 

Mark your calendar! 

Winter Community Day 

Saturday, Feb. 18th! 2012 

w w w . e a r t h w a l k v e r m o n t . o r g  

FALL-WINTER 2011-12 

I just returned from a walk, on this crisp late November day, to find the seasonõs first tracks in the snow!  

They belong to the gray fox; winding along on our new trail, just recently re -routed and restored by several 

UVM students for their senior project. I am reminded how grateful I am for the growing EarthWalk commu-

nity; an intergenerational village where we all have something to offer and are honored for the unique gifts 

we bring to foster a culture of mindful living, nature -connection, land stewardship and service to the greater 

community.  

 

Thank you...to all our community partners; families, mentors, children, Elders, individual donors, Board members, vol-

unteers, local businesses and foundations...and thank you to the land and waters of the Winooski River Bioregion. It is 

this web of intergenerational and natural relationships that make EarthWalk feel whole;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òWhen I grow up I am going to work here!ó The boy at my side is seven years old, and we are walking along the trail 

after a full-day of learning in the forests and fields behind Goddard College in Plainfield; the place EarthWalk has called 

home for the last seven years. Thank you to our generous community, that desire - to grow up with EarthWalk - is en-

tirely possible, as we can now offer intergenerational learning opportunities throughout the year.  

 

In this newsletter, we highlight our programs, partnerships and projects; whether you are seven, seventeen or seventy 

there is a place for you at EarthWalk! Support our intergenerational learning community, and give generously today!  
 

For the children, the Earth and future generations, with gratitude, 

 

 

 

 

Angella Gibbons, EarthWalk Founder and Director 

 

Elders sharing words of gratitude at our thanksgiving circle; a teen bringing in the morning fire with her 

hand-crafted bow-drill kit; a college student working side-by-side a nine-year old, both with draw -knives, 

preparing poles for shelter; a mentor working with teens, and several seven and eight year-olds and an 

Elder, preparing the ground for spring perennial planting; a mentor-apprentice and several younger chil-

dren collecting hawthorn berries to dry, to make tea to warm our hearts for the long winter ahead!  
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(est. 2005) meets one full day a week on Thursdays or 

Fridays, from September to June. 54 students, ages 7-12. 

This fall we have been busy exploring and tracking along 

the banks of the Winooski River, building (and baking in!) our new Earth Oven, making 

fires-by-friction, building new shelters, preserving food (fermenting kim chi, drying ap-

plesé) tending our perennial gardens, singing songs, sharing skits, and of course expanding 

our awareness and joy through lots of active games! 

2011 PROGRAM UPDATES INTERGENERATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS & PROJECTS  
 

BARRE LITERACY CENTER 

CENTRAL VERMONT COMMUNITY  ACTION COUNCIL 

ENTRY SHELTER PROJECT 

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT 

GODDARD COLLEGE 

 

CLAY OVEN BUILDING 

(est. 2005) 1-week and 2-week day camps for ages 6-12, 

week-long overnight camp for ages 12-15. Mentor -In-

Training (M.I.T.) for ages 12-16. 123 campers enrolled in 

2011. (See website slideshows!)  With the support of  16 dynamic Mentors -In-Training,  EarthWalk 

Summer Camps had an extraordinary summer along the Nasmith Brook.  We also offered our 5th 

annual week-long overnight camp for teens ; this  took place on the Stranahan Town Forest Land, for 

the first time. Come join us for our expanded offerings in summer of 2012!  

 

TRAIL RESTORATION PROJECT-GODDARD COLLEGE 

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT  

(est. 2007) 3-day Outdoor Teacher Workshop            

In August, eight educators from Vermont and Maine shared 

three days of innovative strategies, core routines and best 

practices in nature mentoring. (See website slideshow!)  We will broaden our offerings for educators 

in 2012-2013. Look for information about the EarthWalk Institute; a 5-day accredited camping resi-

dency at Goddard College in July, 2012!  

 

EARTHWALK VILLAGE SCHOOL 

EARTHGIRLS & N EWMOON  

AFTERSCHOOL 

 

EARTHSCOUTS AFTERSCHOOL 

 

SUMMER TEACHER WORKSHOP 

 

TEEN LAND PROJECT 

 

(est. 2009) meets Tuesday afternoons from September to 

June. 11 boys, ages 8-12. This fall the EarthScouts have 

spent their evenings together exploring the land, playing games and doing group-initiatives, 

working on fire -by-friction, carving projects and sharing stories around the fire. 

 

 

 

 

(est. 2010) meets one or two days a week Thursdays and/or 

Fridays , from September to June. 13 students, ages 13-16. 

We began the year co-creating individual learning plans and designing and building a group 

mandan-lodge shelter. In addition, each teen spent the night in their own debris-hut survival 

shelter made of sticks and leaves. We have also been practicing fire-by-friction with both 

hand-drill and bow -drill kits; skinning and tanning; journaling; singing songs; building trails, 

preparing perennial garden beds, and helping with village projects. 

 

 

 

SUMMER CAMPS 

 

We are planning our sec-

ond year of òEarthwalking 

with Eldersó, in partnership 

with CVCOA; creating op-

portunities to connect Eld-

ers with children and na-

ture, in community.  

We are also excited about a new partner-

ship with REACH. (www.reachvt.org) 

REACH, uses principles of time banking to 

exchange volunteer services. EarthWalk 

will become a member in Jan. 2012, with 

a focused exchange of welcoming Elders in 

our intergenerational learning community.  

 

(est. 2007 & 2011) Both EarthGirls (EG) and NewMoon 

(NM) meet Tuesday afternoons from September to June. 

EG has 11 girls, ages 8-10, and NM has 4 girls, ages 11-13. 

The EarthGirls have been super excited about playing lively sensory awareness games includ-

ing Migration, Bat & Moth and Animals.  We have been making baskets, building and tend-

ing fires, and exploring the muddy banks of the Winooski River. 
 

We have started an exciting afterschool program for older girls. The New Moon Girls are a 

crafty bunch, sewing leather pouches, weaving spruce root baskets, making feather earrings, 

while sharing stories and songs around the fire. We have explored the land and played 

some active games together, testing our sensory awareness skills, especially in the dark! 

 

 

 

 

CENTRAL VERMONT COUNCIL ON  AGING 

REACH SERVICE EXCHANGE NETWORK 

Learning with the Land 

is a collaborative project 

between the Willowell 

Foundation and Earth-

Walk documenting 

place-based education in 

Vermont; to culminate 

in an ethnographic exhibit at the 

Vermont Folklife Center in Mid-

dlebury during the month of 

January 2012! Thank you to the 

Bay and Paul Foundation for sup-

porting this project!  

LEARNING WITH  THE LAND 

VERMONT FOLKLIFE CENTER 

W ILLOWELL FOUNDATION  

EarthWalk has a new entry shelter on the edge of the forest, thank you to Erich 

Zeichner and UVM students; Chris, Stephanie, Ashley, Ben and Peter. Oli, Louli and 

Yasi Zeichner and Erik Gillard were also a tremendous help. THANK YOU ALL!! 

With a special thanks to Erik Gillard, and with lots of help from EarthWalk villagers, we now have a new & improved PIZZA 

OVEN. We have already baked apple cakes & biscuits, and served pizza to over 100 people at our recent Community Day! 

Hurricane Irene ripped out 

one of our trails in the 

Goddard College woods. 

Thankfully we had 3 UVM 

students and a local volun-

teer to re-route and build a 

new trail! Many thanks to 

John, Spence, Sam and Crocker (Photo) for all your 

time, energy and hard work!  

 

With generous funding from AD Hender-

son Foundation & VT. Womenõs Fund, we 

are working with pregnant and parenting 

teens in our Nature-Skills program for the 

2nd year. Many thanks to Program Coordi-

nator, Stephanie Rubin and teacher Nancy 

Wuttke as well as EarthWalk mentors: 

Tomi and Anika and our Elder, Jane. 

One morning a week,  

EarthWalk Mentors, Anika 

and Eli, travel to the 

Montessori School in Ber-

lin offering a nature-

mentoring program for 

students and teachers in 

the forest behind their 

school. We look forward 

to the seasons together! 

 

 

SPRUCE LODGE SHELTER 

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT  

 

The Spruce Lodge is complete, 

thank you to: 2 semesters of UVM 

students & EarthWalk villagers for 

building the structure; Steve Bron-

stein for his blacksmith expertise on 

the hood & chim-

ney, AND Erich 

Zeichner & UVM 

students for the 

cedar shingle roof.  

 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL OF  

CENTRAL VERMONT 

 


